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2.	What if one have obtained riches to satisfy all desires ?   What if one have set
his foot down upon the heads of his foes?   What if the bodies of men should
endure for a world-age ? — if the soul be not devoted to the constant practice
of righteousness!"
So he performed virtuous acts of almsgiving in his house, in the manner prescribed hi
the Book of Gifts; and being desirous of visiting a place of pilgrimage, he went into
a far country. And it came to pass that he embarkt somewhere upon a vessel, and
came to an island in mid-ocean. There he saw a temple, and in front of it a lake en-
closed by moonstone gems. And at the left of the temple he saw a couple, a man and
a woman, of beautiful form, but with heads separated from their bodies. These the
goddess had made to test noble men. And he was amazed at heart. Furthermore, on
a stone there he saw this inscription: " Whenever some courageous man shall make
an offering of his own head here, then life shall be given to these two." Then he re-
flected: " Ah, the strangeness of fate. For:
3.	She brings what is unconnected into firm connexion, and causes to be broken
apart in a moment what is well joined together; she makes this universe, com-
posed of movable and immovable things.   Mighty is Fate, I ween! "
Then this Dhanada went on with his pilgrimage. And when he had returned to the
city he told all these things to the king. And the king was filled with amazement,
and said: " Come, Dhanada, let us both go thither and view this marvel." So the
king went with him by sea to that island, and saw there the couple, man and woman,
and read the inscription. Then compassion sprang up within him, and he reflected:
4.	" If a man has the power to help others and does not do so, his own soul is
thereby lost as a result of his own perverseness, after he has once gained it."
So when the king had performed the rites of bathing and almsgiving and the like, he
put his sword to his own throat, and was about to cut his head off. But the goddess
stayed him by the hand, and said: ** Noble sir, I am appeased, choose a wish." There-
upon the king said: " If you are appeased, grant life and a kingdom to this couple."
Then the goddess said: " Noble sir, this device was conceived merely for purposes of
trial. You alone are the ornament of the earth; there is no other righteous man in
the world than you." Thus she praised him. And the king returned to his own city.
Therefore, O long, if such magnanimity is found in you, then do you ascend this
throne.
Here ends the seventh story in the Thirty-two Tales of the Throne
8. Story of the Eighth Statuette
Vikrama causes a water-tank to be filled
southern recension of 8
When the king was again mounting the throne, another statue said:
" O king, if you have the magnanimity of Vikrama, then mount upon
this throne/5 King Bhoja said: " Tell me & tale of his magnanimity,"
She replied: " Hear, O king.
When Vikrama was kiag, thru the mouth of his spies he learned of
all manner of strange stories with which were connected various enter-

